Dear Parents,

December 2016

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the end of 2016! The weather has
become colder and three months of school have already been completed. Where
does the time go? Behind the scenes, we are updating our K-6 science curriculum
to align with the Next Generation Science Standards. A discussion topic that
comes up frequently is STEM/STEAM integration. (Science Technology,
Engineering, Arts & Math). This year, STEM/STEAM at the elementary level is
truly being embraced by both our teachers and students. Our second graders even
presented at the October board meeting. Other grade levels will come and share
what they are doing in STEM/STEAM classes throughout the school year.
STEM/STEAM classroom themes and activities are designed with the students in
mind. Some explorations include: designing and building simple powered machines,
robotics, volcanoes, straw bridges and marble mazes. In order to create cohesive
extra-curricular opportunities for all students interested in the STEM/STEAM
fields, we have allocated grant resources to support a STEM/STEAM four week
club for Spring. The goal is for students in each grade level to participate, if
desired, in an after school offering as the program develops. The focus grade
level/s for this school year is being determined at this time. We expect a high
student interest and participation rate.
We are so proud of the work our staff and students do on a daily basis both
inside and outside of the classroom. The 55 members of the Knowlton EarlyAct
club worked during the weeks preceding the holiday to collect donations to provide
Thanksgiving dinner to 17 local families. On November 22, ten members of the
NWR high school Interact club came to Knowlton help EarlyAct "shop" and fill the
baskets for distribution prior to Thanksgiving Day. We greatly appreciate all who
assisted with this project, including students, staff and parents of our community.
The staff advisor for this club is Ms. Maxman. Another club doing great things is
The Just Say No Club. They partnered with the NORWESCAP Food Bank for an
annual food drive in November. Knowlton families sent in nonperishable items, such

as canned food, cereal, etc. for people of our community. Over 300 pounds of food
was collected! Great Work Just Say No Club! The staff advisors for this club are
Mrs. Harer and Mrs. Staub.
Girls on the Run had a great season this year. Our Knowlton team of 8 girls
accumulated a total of 201 miles throughout the season as they ran, skipped and
walked through a series of 20 lessons. They explored self-confidence, empathy,
finding balance in their lives, dealing with emotions, being a good friend, serving
our community and choosing gratitude. The Girls on the Run season concluded with
a celebration run in New Hope, PA on December 3 with over 550 girls from
Warren, Hunterdon and Bucks Counties. Way to keep moving girls! The staff
advisors for Girls on the Run are Miss Lennox and Mrs. Lestrange.
In other news, Knowlton Township Elementary received a grant for a one year
license to use Activity Works. Activity Works integrates 12-minute exercise
bursts with core curriculum for elementary classrooms. Scientifically developed,
this plug-and-play program is used to maximize academic performance, combat
obesity, and meet state mandates for school physical activity. Kudos to Miss
Lennox for securing this grant for us!
I am looking forward to a wonderful 2017 here at Knowlton Township
Elementary. Remember school is closed December 26 – January 2, 2017. School
re-opens on Tuesday, January 3, 2017. Stay warm and enjoy time with family and
friends during this holiday season.

Sincerely,

Jeannine DeFalco
Superintendent

